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BILL 

FOR 

Regulating the Trial of Controverted Eledions or 
Returns of Members to ferve in the United 
Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, for that 
Part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, and 
for regulating the Qualifications of Members to ferve 
in the faid United Parliament. 



Note.“T6^ Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios 
in the 'written Copy. 



by an Ad made in tlie Sefllon of t 
T WTry S' P-adiament, held in the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth 
J Years of the Reign of His prelent Majesty, 
intituled, “ xln Ad for the Union of Great 
“ Britain and Ireland,” it was amongtl other 
Tilings Enaded, That the faid Kingdoms of Great Britain 
and Ireland ihould, upon the Firtt Day of January in 
the Year of our Lord One thoufand Eight hundred and One, 
and for ever after, be united into One Kingdom, by the 
Name of “The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
A and 
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and that the faid United Kingdom fhouSd be reprefented in 
one and the fame Parliament, to be ftiled “ The Parliament 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland " and 
that One Hundred Commoners ihould be the Number to 

2 fit and vote on the Part of Ireland, in the Houfe of Com- 
mons of the Parliament of the United Kingdom ; and that 
all Queftions touching the Eleftion of Members to fit on the 
Part of Ireland in the Houfe of Commons of the United 
Kingdom, fliould be heard and decided in the fame Man- 
ner as Queftions touching fuch Elections in Great Britain then 
were, or at an}' Time thereafter Ihould by Law be heard and 
decided ; fubjedt neverthelefs to fiich particular Regulations 
in refpeCt of Ireland, as, from local Circumftances, the Par- 
liament of the U nited Kingdom might from Time to Time 
deem expedient : 

TBe it.tlietefore 2EnafteB by the KING'S Moft Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice-and Confent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Par- 

3 liament affembled, and by the Authority of the fame. That 
from and after the paffing of this Aft, all and every the 
Rules, Regulations, Authorities, and Powers heretofore given 
or prefcribed by any Aft or Affs of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, and in Force at the Time of the paffing of. the faid 
Aft for the Union of Great Britain and Ireland, with refpefl 
to Petitions prefented to the Houfe of Commons, complaining 
of undue Eleflions or Returns of Members to ferve in Par- 
liament, or complaining of the Omiffion or Infufficiency of 
any fuch Return, and with refpefl to Petitions of Perfons de- 
ftring to oppofe any Right of Eleflion, or any Right of 
choofing, nominating, or appointing Returning Officers, which 
lhall have been deemed valid by the Determination of any 

4 Selefl Committee of the Houfe of Commons, and with re- 
fpea to the Trial and Determination of all fuch Petitions by 
fuch Selefl Committees, fliall be in full Force and EffeCb with 
refpefl to all fuch Petitions as fliall or may be hereafter from 
Time to Time prefented to the Houfe of Commons of the Par- 
liament of the faid United Kingdom, complaining of undue 
Eledions or Returns of Members to ferve in Parliament for 
any County, Stewartry, City, Borough, Cinque Port, Town, 
or Place, in any Part of the faid U mted Kingdom, or of the 
Omiffion or Infufficiency of any fuch Returns, or from any 

Perfon 
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Perfon or Perfons defiring to oppofe any fuch Right of Elec- 
tion, or of choofing, nominating, or appointing Returning 
Officers, in as full and ample a Manner as if the tame Rules 
Regulations, Authorities, and Powers were herein repeated] 
and particularly and fpecifically enadted concerning the fame S 
Petitions, and the Trial and Determination thereof ; except 
fo far as the fame are altered in and by this prefent Aa, 

And be it further Enaded, That no Petition complainino- 
of an undue Eledion or Return for any County, City] 
Borough, Town, or Place, in that Part of the United Kino-- 
doni called Ireland, or of the Omillion or Infufficiency of any 
fuch Return, or from any Perfon or Perfons defiring to op- 
pofe any Right of Eledion, or of choofing, nominating, or 
appointing Returning Officers, in or for any fuch County 
City, Borough, Town, or Place, iliall be proceeded upon by 
the Houfe ofCommons, unlels the fame fliall, in Addition to 
the Matters and Things required by any A6l .or Ads now in 
mrce, alfo ftate the Day on which the Poll olofed (if any fuch s 
I oil took place) and alfo the Day on which the Sheriff or 
other Returning Officer made his Return, or beino- required 
fo to do refufed or negleded to make fuch Return °nor unlefs 
the fame Petition lhall alfo ftate all and every the feveral 
Matters and Things of and concerning which the Petitioner 
or Petitioners prefenting the fame is or are defirous of com- 
plaining, and to which he or they purpofe or intend to call and 
examine Witneffes ; and that no Witnefs orWitneffes fliall 
be called or examined by or on the Behalf of fuch Petitioner 
or Petitioners, either by or before the Seled Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons, to be chofen for the Trial and De- 
termination of the Merits of fuch Petitions, or by or before the 
Commiffioners to be chofen and appointed in Ireland in 7 
Manner hereinafter mentioned, to any Matter or Tiiiiio- not 
contained or fet forth in the faid Petitions ° 



And, for the avoiding the Inconvenience and Expenfe which 
may m certain Cafes arife by reafon of Witneffes being 
brought from Ireland, to be perfonally examined before Com- 
mittees of the Houfe of Commons ; Be it Enadled, That 
whenever a Seleft Committee of the Houfe of Commons 
fliall at any Time hereafter be appointed for the Trial and 

Determination 
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Determination of any Petition, complaining of an undne 
dSieftion or Eeturn of Members to' ferve in Parliament for 
any County, City, . Borough, 'J'own, or Place, in tliat Part of 
the United ICingdom called Ireland, or complaining of the 
. Omiffion or Infufficiency of any fuch Return, or from any 

8 Pevfon or. Eerfons deliring to oppofe any Right of Eledlion, 
or any Right of choding a Returning Officer or Returning 
Officers, in or for fiioh County, City, Borough, Town, or 
Place, it lhall and may be .la\rful to and for the Chahman of 
the laid Seleft Committee, and he is liereby required, upon 
the Requeft and at the Defire, either of any Petitioner or 
Party figning fuch Petition, or of tlie Sitting Member, or 
i of the Returning Officei- if complained again!!, or of any 
• other Party petitioned againlt, .or w'hole Right to be eledled 
or returned may be affedled by -the Determination of the 
faid Seledl Committee, in the firft Inftanoe, and before the 
laid Selea Committee fliall proceed to enquire into or decide 
upon the Merits of the faid Petition, to iffue aWarrant under 
the Hand and Seal of liim -the faid Chairman, directed to the 
Clerk of the Crown in Ireland, or his Deputy, ordering and 
,g requiring him to nominate and appoint CommiHioners, in 
fuch Manner as is hereinafter directed, lor the Purpofe of try- 
ing and examining all or any ol the .Allegations, Matters, and 
Things mentioned and contained in the laid Petition ; and 
■which Vf arrant lliall be in the following Porm ; .(videlicet) 

“ To the Ckrk of the Crown in Ireland, or his Deputy ; 

■“ By Virtue of the Powers in .me veiled, by an Aft paffed 
“ in the Forty-firft Year of the Reign of His Majefty 
“ King Geoiige the Third, intituled, A,n Act [hem 
fet forth the Title of this Act] 1 
“ ' Chairman of the Seledt Committee of the Houfe of 
“ Commons, appointed to try the Merits of a Petition 
■“ from [here Jet forth the 'Name or Names of the Peti- 
“ tioner or Petitioners, and of the Place to which the 
1 0 Petition relates] Do hereby authorize and require you, 

“ or One of you, forthwith to proceed to nominate 
“ and appoint CommiHioners for the Purpofe of trying 
■“ and examining all the Allegations, Matters, and 
“ Idlings mentioned and contained in the faid Peti- 
“ tion \or otherwife Jiate the particular Matters and 

“ Things 
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“ Things which are to he tried and examined Tnj the faid 
“ CommiJJioners, and fay, being Pai’t of the Ailegn- 
“ tions, Matters, and Things mentioned and contained 
in the faid Petition] in fuch planner and Porm as 
“ in the faid AiSt is particularly mentioned and di- 
“ reeled. Given under my Hand and Seal at Weft- 
“ minfter, this Day of 

And the faid Chairman fliall annex or caufe to be annexed 
to his faid Warrant, a true Copy of the Petition which flrall 
have been referred to the faid Seleft Committee; and the faid 
Warrant fliall be conveyed to the faid Clei k of the Crown in I i 
Ireland, or his Deputy, in the Method ufed in conveying Writs; 
and immediately upon the granting of fuch Warrant, the faid 
Chairman fliall report the Proceedings of the faid Committee 
to the Houfe, and thereupon the faid Seledl Committee fliall 
be diffolved, and fliall not proceed any further on the Trial 
or Determination of the Petition in queftion; Provided 
always, that if none of the Parties interefted as aforefaid, 
fliall require the Chairman of the faid Seledt Committee to 
iflue fuch Warrant, that then and in fuch Cale the faid Select 
Committee fliall proceed to try the Merits of the faid Petition 
in the lame Manner as controverted Eledlions are tried for 
that Part of the United liingdom called Great Britain. 

Provided always, and be it further Enadted, That in cafe 
no other or further Proceedings or Bufmefs fliall be had or 
done by or before fuch Seledt Committee, than the ifluino' of 
a Warrant for the Purpofes aforefaid by the Chairman of the 
laid Committee in Manner aforelaid, no Member of fuch 
Seledt Committee fliall be deemed to have ferved on the faid 
Committee, fo as to be excufed from ferving again on any 
other Seledt Committee to be chofen in the lame Seffion for I2 
the Trial of any Petition refpedling the Matters and Thinos 
aforefaid, or any of them. 

And be it further Enadted, That the faid Clerk of the 
Crown in Ireland, or his Deputy, fliall, immediately upon the 
Receipt of theWarrantoftlio Chairman of thefaidCommittee, 
indorle on the fame the Day and Time when the faid War- 
rant was received by him, and lliall, within Days then 

P next 
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next following, give Notice in the Dublin Gazette that he 
M'ill, at the Crown Office in the City of Dubhn, at the Hour of 
of the Clock in the of a certain Day to be by him 

named in fuch Notice (fuch Day not being lefs than 
Days nor more than Days diliant from the Time of 

inferting fuch Notice) proceed to appoint fuch Commiffioners 
for the I’urpofes aforefaid, in Manner and according to the 
Provilions and Diredlions in and by this prefent A6l provided 
and contained. - 

1 3 And be it further EnaSed, That at the Dayand Place fo 
appointed, in the Prefence of the faid Clerk of the Crown or 
his Deputy, and alfo in the Prcience of the Petitionere, their 
Counfel or Agents, and of the Sitting Members, their Counfel 
or Agents ; and in cafe of Petitions as to the Oniiliion or In- 
fufficiency of any Return, or as to the Right of electing 
any Returning Officer, or in cafe any Returning Officer is 
complained againft, then in the Prefence of the Return- 
ing Officer or Officers, and alfo in the Prefence of all Parties 
before the Houfe on diftindt Interefts, or complaining or com- 
plained of upon different Grounds, or whofe Right to bo 
elected or returned may be affetted by the Determination of 
the faid Seiedl Committee, or their feveral and refpedtive 
Counfel or Agents (or in the Prefence of fuch of the faid 
Parties, their Counlel or Agents, as ffiall then and there 
attend) the Names of all Peifons being Affiftant Rar- 
rifters for the feveral Counties in Ireland (other than and 

14 except the Affiftant Barrifter for the County of Dublin, and 

(he Affiftant Barrifter who for the Time being ftiall pre- 
iide in the County within or for which the Election 
or Return complained of, or other Subjedl Matter of the 
Petition arofe and happened, and alfo other than and e.x- 
cept fuch Affiftant Barrifters as fliall at that Time be fitting 
and adiing in the Execution of a fimilar Comraiflion on any 
other Petition) written or printed on diftincl Pieces of Parch? 
rnent or Paper, being all as near as may be of equal Size, and 
Tolled up iu the fame Manner, fliali be put into a Box or 
Glafs to be provided for that Purpofo, and fliall there be 
fhaken together ; and then the faid Clerk of the Crown or his 
Deputy fliall, in the Prefence of all the faid Parties concerned 
(or of fuch of them as fhall attend) their Counfel or Agents, 
draw out of the faid Box or Glafs Pieces of Parch- 

ment 
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ment or Paper, and read the Names contained ia the fame to 15 
all the Perfons then prefent, as the fame fliall be drawn out of 
the faid Box or Glafs. 

And be it further Ena6led, That as foon as the Names of 
the faid l^erfons (hall be drawn out of the faid Box or 

Glafs in Manner aforcfaid, Lifts of the Names of the faid 
Perfons ftiall be forthwith given to the Petitioners, their 
Counfel or Agents, and to the Counfel or Agents of the Sitting 
Members, and to the Counfel or Agents of all Parties before 
the Houle on diftindf Interefts, or complaining or complained 
of upon different Grounds, or whofe Right to be elected or 
returned may be affedted by the Determination of the faid 
Sclcdt Committee, or fuch of them as lhall then and there 
attend and be prefent ; and the laid Parties, their Counfel or 
Agents, beginning on tlie Part of the faid Petitioners, lhall 
proceed alternately, or if there lliall be more than Two Par- 
ties before the Houfe on diftin(T Interefts, or complaining or 
complained of upon different Grounds, the faid Parties, their 
Counfel or Agents, fliall proceed fucceiiively, as the Cafe 
may require, to ftrike off the Name of One of the faid Aftiftant 1 6 
Barrifters contained in the faid Lift, until the Number lhall be 
reduced to which faid Perfons fnall be 

Commilfioncrsfor thePnrpofeof trying and examining all fuch 
Matters and Things as fliall be mentioned and contained in 
the Warrant of the Chairman of the Seieeft Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons, on the Petition in queftion, for that Pur- 
pofe directed to the faid Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy, 
in Manner hereinbefore mentioned. 

Provided always, and be it further EnaCted, That if within 
One Hour after the Time fixed in purfuance of this ACt, for 
the Purpofe of proceeding to the Appointment of, fuch Com- 1 7 
milfioners in Manner aforefaid, the Petitioner or Petitioners, 
or fome one or more of them who fliall have figned any Pe- 
tition for the Purpoles afovelkid, lhall not ajipear before the 
faid Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy, by hiinlelf or tliem- 
felves, or by his or their Counfel or Agents, then and in fuch 
Cafe the faid Clerk of the- Crown or his Deputy fliall not 
proceed to the Appointment of fuch Commillioners, but fliall 
forthwith make and prepare a Certificate that fuch Petition 
wa^s not proceeded upon, and lhall tranfmit the faid Certifi- 
cate 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



[ 8 ] 

cate io &e Speaker of flie Houfe of Commons of the Parlia- 
ment of the laid flriited Kingdom, upon Receipt of whicii 
Certificate the faid Speaker fliall report the fame to the 
ploufe; and thereupon all Orders of the laid Houfe, and of 
the faid Selefi Committee, refpedlitig the faid Petition, fhall 
18 be difeharged, and fuch Petition fliall not be any further pro- 
ceeded upon in the Manner dire&ed by this Act, or by any 
other Act or Adis now in Force refpedling the fame ; and the 
Petitioner or Petitioners fo negledtiiig to appear, lhall be held 
to hare made Default in the Recognizance or Recognizances 
entered into by him or them on the jirefenting of the Petition, 
in the fame aiamier as if the Petitioner or Petitioners had 
neglcfted to appear before the faid Houfe, or before the 
Select Committee appointed for the Trial of fuch Petition. 

And be it further Enadled, That if within One Hour after 
the Time fo fi.-ied in purfuance of this Act, for proceeding to 
the Ap))omtincnt of Commiffioners as aforefaid, the Sitting 
Member or Sitting Members, or otlier Party or Parlies op- 
poiing tlio Petition, fliall not appear by himfelf or thcmfelvcs, 

' or by iii.s or their Counfei or Agents, or if at the Time fo ap- 
ig pointed as aforefaid, there fliall be no Party before the Houfe 
oppofmg the Petition, thereupon, for the Purpofe of reducing 
the Lilt of fuch Names to the Place of a Party op- 

pofirig the Petition, fliall be fupplied by tlie Clerk of the 
Crown or his Deputy, who fliall, as often as it fliall come to 
his Turn, as fupplying the Place of the Party oppofing the 
Petition, to ftrike out a Name, ftrike out that Name which 
then fliall be firft in the faid Lift; and the fame Method of 
reducing thedaid Lift to the Number of lliall be 

followed whenever any Party fliall waive his Riglit of ftriking 
off Names from the faid Lift. 

And be it further Eiiaded, That wdien and as foon as Cora- 
roiffioners fliall be appointed in Manner aforefaid, the faid 
Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy fliall iffue his Wan-antto each 
of the Conimilfioners fo appointed, commanding and requiring 
him, under the Penal ty of to repair to the 

OQ City, Town, or Place in or for which the Eleeftion or Return 
complained of, or other Subjed Matter of the Petition, arofe or 
happc.ned, on a Day certain, to be named in the faid Wan-ant, 
‘ ‘ and 
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and which Day flial! not be lefs than Days nor more 

than Days diftant from the Day on which the faid 

Commiffionerswere appointed in Manner aforefaid; and the 
taid Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy fliall, together with 
Inch Warrant, alfo tranfmit to each of the faid Coinmiffioners 
a Copy of the faid Warrant of the Chairman of the faid Seled 
Committee, and of the Petition in queftion ; and the faid 
Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy fliall alfo infert a Copy of 
his faid Warrant in the next Number of the Dublin Gazette 
which fliall be publiibed after his iffuing his faid Warrant ; and 
pack of the faid Parties by or for whom the Names in the faid 
Jjiits fliall be fo ftruck off as aforefaid, iliall pay to the Clerk 
of the Crown or his Deputy, in full Satisfaffion of his 
Double and Attendance in the Execution of this A6i the 
Sum of 

And be it further Enaded, That on the Day and at the 
Place appointed, between the Hours of in the Forenoon 
■and in the Afternoon, the faid Commiflioners fliall meet “ ' 
and open their Court, or commence their Proceedino-s by 
appointing the Senior Barrifter of the faid Commiflioimrs to 
faid Commiffioii, and by reading the 
laid Warrant of the Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy to them 
directed, and alfo the Copy of the faid Warrant of the Chair- 
man of thefaidSeleS; Committee, direded to the faid Clerk 
of the Crown or his Deputy, and alfo the Copy of the Petition 
annexed to the faid iaft-mentioned Warrant ; and the faid 
Conirailfionei-S fliall, before further proceeding on the Biifi- 
nels of their faid Commiflion, take and fubferibe the followino- 
Oath; (that is to fay) = 

“ I A. B. do fwear, That I will, without Favour, Affedion, 

“ or Malice, and according to the belt of my Skill and 
Knowledge, well and truly try and examine all fucli 
Matters and Things as fliall be brought before me, 

" by virtue of a Warrant under the Hand and Seal of 
“ the Chairman of aSelcd Committee of the Houfe of 
‘‘ Commons, on a Petition from [here Jtate the Name or 
A allies of the Petitioner or Petitioners, and of the Place 
“ to rahich the Petition relates] and that I will in all 
“ 'f'hmgs well and truly perform the Duty of a Coiii- 
C “ miffioner 
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■ miffioner appointed to try tlic faid Matters ami 
“ 'i'hings, according to the Rules, Regulations, and 
“ JDirehtions contained in an -Act, palled in the horty- 
“ firft Year of the Reign of King George the 'Ihird, 

“ intituled fhere fet forth the Title of this ASf] 

“ So help me G O D.” 

Which Oath any One of the faid Commiffioners refpeaively 
»3 is hereby authorized and empowered to adminifter to the 
Ollier and others of them the faid Commiffioners ; and the faid 
Commiffioners fliall lit every Day (Sundays, Chriftmas Day, 
and Good I'riday, only excepted) from the Hour of m 
the Morning till in the Afternoon, and lliall never ad- 
journ for a longer Time than 'J.'wenty-four Hours, unlcfs 
Sunday, Chriftmas Day, or Good I’riday Ihall intervene; and 
in cale of fuch Intervention, every .Meeting, Silting, or 
Adjournment Ihall be within Twenty-lour Hours hom the 
d’ime of appointing or fixing the fame, exclulive of fuch Sun- 
day, Chriftmas Day, or Good luiday. 

And be it further Enaaed, That no One of the faid 
Commiffioners lliall be allowed to abfent himfelf from the 
faid Daily Sittings and Meetings, except in Cafes of fudden 
Accident or ISfecelUty, or in the Cafe of Illnefs ; and that fuch 
2.i Cafes of fudden Accident or Neceffity fliall be made appear 
to the others of the faid Commiffioners by I’adts fpecially 
Hated and verified upon the Oath of the faid Comniiffioner 
fo abfenting himfelf, and that fuch Illnefs lliall be certified 
to the others of the faid Commiliioners, on the Oath of a 
Phyfician, which Oaths fliall be made before One of His Ma- 
jefty’s Juftices of the Peace ; and that any Comniiffioner who 
'lliall fo abfent himfelf without fuch lawful Excufe, fliall forfeit 
and pay the Sum of . to be recovered, with full 

Colts of Suit, in any Court of Record in Ireland, by any 
l^erfon or Perfons who fliall fue for the fame, in which Action 
no Elfoign, Privilege, Protedtion, or Wager of Law, fliall be 
allowed, nor more than One Imparlance. 

SS And be it further Eiiafted, That the faid Commiffioners 
fliall never fit until all the faid Commiffioners are^ met, 
e.xcept in Cafes where the Abfence of a Commiiiioner is ve- 

Tifiecl 
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rifled upon Oath as aforefaid, and not then except with the 
Conl'ent of all Parties; and in caie ail the faid Coinmiffionei-s, 
or fuch Number as fliall be lb confented to as aforefaid, 
lhall not meet within One Hour after the Time to which the 
Meeting of the faid Commiflioners fliall have been ad- 
journed, a further Adjournment Ihali be made in the Man- 
ner before directed, and fo from d'iinc to Time until the 
laid Commiflioners as aforefaid are afleinbled; and that 
in cafe the Number of the faid Commiffioiiers able to attend, 
fliall at any Time, by Death or otherwife, be unavoidably 
reduced to lefs than ' and fliall fo continue for the Space 
of Three Sitting Days, the Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy 
fliall, from Time to Time as Occafion may require, on the 
Application of any Party interefted, and in the Prefence of 
liicli of the Parties as fliall attend, and on the Produ 6 lion 
of an Affidavit made before the High Sheriff of the County, 
or One Juttice of tlie Peace for the County, City, Town, or 26 
Place, at or within which the faid Commiffioiiers fliall meet, 
of the Death of any Commiffioiier, or of the continued Ab- 
lenee of any Commiflioner for the Time aforefaid, immedi- 
ately proceed to fill up fuch Vacancies as fliall occur, by draw- 
ing Names of the faid Affiftant Barrilters, and giving a 
Lilt thereof to the Parties interefted, if they attend, which 
Lift fliall be reduced by the Parties interefted ftriking off, or 
in their Abfenee by the Clerk of the Crown ftriking off 
in the fame Manner and Form as the original Appointment of 
the faid Commiffioiiers was made by the drawdng of 

Names, and ftriking off in Manner hereinbefore men- 

tioned; and the faid Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy fliall 
ift-ue his Warrant to fuch Commiffioner fo from Time to 
Time to be appointed, commanding and requiring him, under 
the Penalty of to repair to the Place of 

Meeting of the other Commiffioners, on a Day certain, to be 27 
named in the faid Warrant, and which Day fliall not lie Ids 
than Days nor more than Days diftant 

from the Day on wdiich the laid Commiffioner was appointed 
in Manner aforefaid; and fuch Commiffioner fo from Time 
to Time to be appointed in tiie Place or Stead of any C'om- 
iniliioner dying or. abfenting himielf for the Time aforefaid, 
lhail in ail Relpebfs have the fame Power, Jurifdidion, amj 
Authority, as the Commiffioner' in whofc Place or Stead he fliall 

have 
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have been appointed in Manner aforefaid, and fliall proceed 
■conjointly with the other Commiffionei's to complete the Pnr- 
.pofes for which the faid Commiffioners were originally ap- 
pointed: Provided alw ays, that any Number of Coramiffion- 
■ers lefs than may execute all the Purpofes of this. Adt, 

wdth the Confent of all Parties interefted, and which Confent 
fhall be fpecially entered on the Minutes, of the Proceedings 
S8 of the faid Commiffioners, and figned by the Parties, their 
Counfe! or Agents refpeclively. 

• And be it further. Enadled, That the Parties appearing 
before the laid Commiffioners 111 all in the firll Place inter- 
change with each othei', Lifts of the Names of all fuch Votes 
and Voters to which either of the faid Parties purpofe and 
intend to object before the faid Commiffioners, and fliall 
alfo interchange with each other. Copies of all Particulars 
refpecting any Right of voting, or of chooftng or nominating a 
Returning Officer, and of all fuch other Matters and Things 
as cither of the faid Parties means to infill upon, or to contend 
for, or to objedt to before the faid Commiffioners ; and that 
the faid Pommilfioners, or the Clerk of the Crown or his 
Deputy, previous, to the firft Meeting of the faid Commif- 
lioners, by Warrant under his Hand and Seal, fliall have 
.Power to femd for Perfons, Papers, and Records; and the faid 
Commiflloners lhall examine ail Witneffes who fliall come 
eg before, them upon Oath, and fliall try and examine all Matters 
rofen-ed to them, and lliall in all Eefpedls. have the fame 
Powers and Authorities for the trying and examining the faid 
Matters fo referred to them, as Seledt Committees of the 
lloiife of Commons on controverted Eledlions now have for 
tlic trying and examining the Matters and Things referred to 
fuch Seledt Committees ; and the faid Coininiiiioners lhali 
■caiife a Clerk attending them, to fake down in Writing Mi- 
nutes of ail the Proceedings of them the faid .Commiffioners, 
and of all Inch Evidence as lhail be given or produced before 
them, in as accurate a Manner as the fame can poftihly be 
done, and fliall proceed in examining all and every Witnefs 
and 'Witneffes wdio fliall come before tiiciii, and in determiii- 
30 ing on the Validity of any Vote or Votes, and in the feruti- 
nizing the Plights of any Voter or Voters, and in determin- 
ing Objedtious to Votes or Voters, and in all other Matters 

.and 
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and Things -whatfoever referi'ed to them, in the fame Courfe 
and Manner, and according to the fame Rules, as Select Com- 
mittees of the Houfe of Commons on controverted Elec- 
tions ought and are empowered to proceed in like Cafes ; 
and fuch Commilfioners lliall refpe<^ivcly certify in Writ- 
ing under their refpe6Uve Hands, their Adjudication upon 
every Vote to which any ObjedUon lhall be made before 
them, declaring the faid Vote to be good or bad ; and 
within ]3ays after the Evidence before the faid 

Commilfioners diall be clofed, touching the Matters and 
Things referred to them, the faid Commillioners fliall caufe 
Two Copies of the Minutes of all their Proceedings to be 
made, and diall examine the fame with the faid jMiiuites, 
and fliall flgii and feal the laid Copies; and lhall alfo, under gj 
their Hands and Seals, certify the Name or Names of the 
Perfon or Perfons who fliall in the Opinion of the faid Com- 
iiiilfioncrs rcfpecfively appear to be duly eledted, and alfo 
their Ojiinion upon all fuch other Matters as fliall Iiavc been 
put ill Ili’ue before them upon the Merits of the Petition in 
queftion, aiid fliall traiifmit One of the laid Copies to the 
Clerk of the Crouii or his Deputy, at the Crown Oflice in 
Dublin, and the other of the laid Copies to the Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons of the l^arliament of the faid United 
Kingdom, who lhall accordingly communicate the fame to 
the faid Houfe ; and thereupon fuch Commiflion fliall be 
•dilfolved and deterinincd- 

And be it furtlicr Ena-dled, That within Days after the 

Copy of the faid Proceedings, and Certificate of the Opinions 
of the faid Commilfioners, fliall be received by the Sjieakcr of 
the Houfe of Commons of the Parliament of the United King- 
dom, a new Seledt Committee lhall be appointed by the laid 
Houfe, to try the Merits of the faid Petition, in the fame Manner, 
and undei the lame Rules and Regulations in all Refpedts, a-s 
all Committees on controverted Eledtions are and ought to 
be apjiointcd j and the faid new Committee lhall accordingly 
take the faid Proceedings and Opinions of the faid Com- 
■miflioners into Confideration, and fliall proceed to try and 
determine the Merits of the faid Petition, in fuch and the lame 
iHanfier as Seledl Committees on controverted Eledlions are 
Ky the Laws now in Force directed to proceed, try, and de- 
D term iiie ; 
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53 termiiie ; fiive and except tliat tlie fiud new Conunidee Oiall 
not call for or receive any other or iiirther Ijvidence, written 
or parole, refpefting any Matters or t hings which iliall have 
been tried and examined by the faid Commiffioners in Man- 
ner aforefaid, but the laid new ttoimnittee iiraii deteiin*iie 
on all fueh Matters and Things, from the written Minutes 
of the fividence and Proceedings before the faid Com- 
inililionors, and the Certificates of the faid C'ommiflioncis, 
fo fin-nod, fealed, and tranfmitted as aforefaid : Provided 
always, that the laid new Seleft Committee lliali and may be 
at Liberty to hear C'ounfel as to the Effect of the faid Evi- 
dence and Certificates, in like Manner as they may do Tc- 
Ipofting any other Matter in, qiieftiou before them. 

And be it farthor Enadted, That cadi of the faid Comrnif- 
froners fo appointed in Manner aforefaid, lhall, immediately 
upon their figning and fealing Two Copies of the Minutes of 
the liroceedings before them, and a Certificate of their Opi- 
nions thereon in Manner atbrefaid, be entitled to deniaiid 

34 and receive the Sum of for his Attendance 

upon the Execution of the faid Cominiffion, and alfo the Sum 

for every Day which the laid Coiiimiliioner 
fliall ha,vc been neceffarily engaged in travelling from or to 
his ulual Place of Abode to and from the Place of Meeting 
of the faid Commiffioners ; and ivliich faid feverai Suras lhali 
be iliuing’and payable and paid out of the fame Fund, and 
ns nearly as may be in the lame Alanncr, as the Salaries ot the 
fiiid Aliiftant Bavriftors arc ifiiiing and payable, under and by 
virtue of the fcvcral Afls of the Parliament of Ireland in Force 
and F.ffcft at flic Time of palling the faid A6t for the Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 

And be it further EnacTed, That all and every Perfon and 
Ferfons who lhall willnliy give falfc Evidence, or make any 
falle Oath or Affidn vit lieforc the laid CoinmiHioiiers, or before 

35 any 1 ligh Sheriff or J uftice of the Peace, touching any Matter 
or Thing provided for by this Atl, lliail bo iirofc'cutcd ai.n! 
indicted' for the faiiie; and Inch 3k;vfon or Perfons being con- 
vifted thereof, limli be fubjea and liaJiio to the feme PnniOi- 
ments and Difqualilications as Perfons arc fubject and liable 
, to for wilful and eon-upt Perjury by 1hc Laws and Statutes of 

4.1- 
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tliis Realm; and that all and every Pcrfon and Perfbiis fum- 
nioned to give Evidence, ■who lhall refiil’e to appear, or ap- 
pearing lhall refufe to be fworn or give Evidence before tiie 
laid Commiffioners fo to be appointed as aforclkid, iinlefs in 
Cafes of reafonabic Excufc, to be allowed of by the laid Com- 
miliioners, lhall and may be profecuted and indi<^fed for the 
fame in any Court of Record in that Part of the faid United 
Kingdom called Ireland; and foch l^erfon or Perfons being 
convidled of fucli la'fl-mentioned Ofience, lliall be fubject- 
and liable to fuch Punilhment by Fine or Imprifonment, or ag 
both, as the faid Court before ■whom fueh Perfon or l^erlbns 
lhall be tried and convidted, lhall think proper to iniiidt. 

Aiid be it further’ Enadted, That if any Pcrfon diall l)c 
guilty of any Contempt or Milbehaviour of or towards the 
laid Commilhoners while litting and adting in the Execution 
of their faid Commiilion, the faid Commilhoners are hcrclry 
empowered, by a Warrant under their Elands and Seals, and 
diredled to the Gaoler of the Common Gaol of the County 
or Place in which the faid Cominiirioners diall fit, to Commit 
fuch Perfon (not being a Peer of the Realm or a Lord of 
Parliament) to the Culfody of the faid Gaoler, without Bail 
er Mainpi’ize,' for any Time not exceeding 

And, for the preventing any Delay which may occur in 
holding the Quarter or Periodical Selfions in any County 
in Ireland, by Rcafon or on Account of the Abfence 37 
of the Afhftant Ban'ifter for fuch County, occafioncd by 
his being appointed a Commilhoner for the Purpofes of 
this Adi; Be it further Enabled, That it lhall and may be 
lawful to and for the Lord Chancellor or Keeper of the 
Great Seal of Ireland for the Time beings from Ehmc to 
Time as Occalion fliall require, to -appoint a competent 
Number of Barnfters, of not lefs than Years handing at 
the Bar, to adl as Deputy Chairmen in and for fuch County 
or Counties, the AlEiltant Barnfters for which lhall happen to 
have been appointed Commiftioners for the Purpofos afore- 
faid, and who by Rcafon or on Account of tlicir Attendance' 
on luch Commillions, lhall be prevented from attending and 
preliding at any Selftons to be held in and for fuch County or 
Counties; and that fuch Deputy Chairmen lliall have Hie 38 
fame Jiu’ifdidlion, Powers, and Authorities in the leveral 
' D -2 Counties 
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Counties for wliich they fliall be appointed and adt in MaiiJ 
rier albrei'aid, as the laid Ailiftant Barrifters now have in and 
for their feveral Counties.; and fuoh Deputy Ghaimren fliali 
from Time to Time continue to adt and prefide in the feveral 
Counties, until fuch Time as the Afliftant Barrifters, being fuel) 
Coramiflioners as aforefaid, ihali have refpectively tranfmitted 
Copies of the Minutes of their Proceedings, and the Certificate 
of their O|)inions on the Matters referred to them, to the 
Clerk of the Crown or his Depntjs at the Crown Office in 
Dublin, and to the Speaker of the JToufe of Commons, in 
Manner hereinbefore mentioned and direited ; and fuch De- 
puty Chairmen fhall. from Time to Time be allowed fuch ' 

39 Sum and Sums of Money for their Attendance in their laid 
Offices, as to the Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal of Ireland for the Time being fliall feem fitting 
and expedient, to be iftiing -and payable and paid out of the 
fame Fund, and as nearly as may be in the fame Manner, as 
the : Salaries to the faid Afliftant Barrifters are iffuing and 
payable, under and by virtue of tire feveral Aifts of l\rlia- 
mciit of Ireland, in Force and Effect at the Time of tliepaffing 
the faid Act for the Union of Great Britain and Ireland. 

And whereas it was in and by tire faid Ad for the Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland, among other Things provided 
and Enafted, That the Qualifications in. refpedt of Property, 
of the Members elefted on the Part of Ireland, to fit in the 
Iloufe of Commons of the United Kingdom, fliouid be re- 

40 fpedlively the fame as were then provided by Law in the 
Cafes.of Elediions for Counties and Cities and Boroughs re- 
fpe.aively in that Part of Great Britain called England, 
unlefs any otlier Provifion flioiild thereafter he made in that 
refpe<ft.by A<ft of Parliament of the United Kingdom : And' 
whereas, by an A<9; paffed in the Ninth Year of the Reign of her 
iateMa.jefty Queen Asne, .intituled, “ An.Ad for lecuring 
“ the Freedom of Parliament, by the farther qualifying the 
“ Members to fit in itlie Houfe of Commons,” it was 
aroongft other Things Enabled, That no Perfon fliouId be 
capable to fit or vote as a Member of the Houfe of Com* 
mons for any .County, City, Borough, or Cinque Port, within 
that Part of Great Britain called England, the Dominion of 
.Wales, .and Town ot Benvick-upon-Tweed, who fliouid not 
-have an Eftate, Freehold or Copyhold, for his own Life, or for 

feme 
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fome greater Eftate, either in Law or Equity, to and for his 
own Lfe and Benefit, of or in Lands, Tenements, and He- 41 
reditanicnts, over and above what would fatisfy and 
clear all Incumbrances that might affed the tame, lying or 
being within that Part of Great Britain called England, the 
Xloininion of ^Vales, and II own of Lerwick-upon-jLweed, of 
the refpeflive Annual Value therein limited : And whereas, 
by an Act palled in the Tliirty-third Year of the Reign of 
his late Majefty King George the Second, intituled, “An 
“ A6t to enforce and render more elfedual the Raws relating 
“ to the Qualification ofhlerabcrs to fit in the IloufeofCom- 
“ mons,” it was Enabled, That every Perfon (except as in the 
fiiid Ad is excepted) who fliould be eleded a Member of the 
Iloufe of Commons, iliould at the Time and in the Manner 
in the fiiid laft recited Ad direded, produce and deliver in 
to the Clerk of the faid IToufe, at the Table of the faid Houle, 
a Paper or Account figned by fucli Member, containing the 
Kames of the Pariihes, Towniliips, Precinds, and Counties, 4a 
in wiiich the Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments lay', 
whereby fucli Ivlcmbcr lliould make out his Qualification, 
and Ihould alfo take and fubferibe the Oath in the faid laft 
recited Ad mentioned and contained ; Be it therefore further 
Enadcd, That the faid laft recited Ad, and all Matters and 
Thino-s therein contained, 111 all extend and be conlirued to 
•extend to every Perfon (except as in the faid laft recited Ad 
is excciitcd) mho, from and after the palling of this prefeut 
Ad, liiall bo elected a Member of the IToufe of Commons of 
the Parliament of the faid United Kingdom, for any County, 
■City,-' Borough, 'Ginque Port, Town, or Place in that Part of 
- the faid Ufiiited Kingdom called England, or in that. Part of 
the laid United Kingdom -called Iicland, or the Dominion of 
Wales, or Town of Berwick-npon-Tweed : And that it fhall 
•be fufficient tliat the Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, 45 
whereby Inch Member iluill make out his Qualification in 
Manner by the faid laft recited Ad mentioned and direded, 
fliall lie or be either within that Part of the faid United ICiiig- 
-dom called England, or within tliat Part of the faid L'nited 
Kingdom called Ireland ; any Thing in the faid laft recited 
Ad, or in the faid Act palled in the Hintli Year of the Reign 
of her late jN'Iajcfty Queen Asxe, to the contrary nohvith- 
ii-anding:. 
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